
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
July 10, 2009 

 
 

NOTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order – 8:35 am by Marilyn Wilkinson 
 
2. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK 

 Gardner Grady – I am visiting from the San Diego Mountain Biking Association to 
learn more about trails. 

 
3. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS ON ANY ITEM NOT ON TODAY’S AGENDA 

 Paul Davis- Handed out Quail Botanical Gardens video on water conservation. 
Announced Rotary Club 18th annual soccer tournament and distributed flier.  

 Paul Davis-Will County General Plan update be distributed? I saw it was available 
online.  
 Renee Hilton- Call the Department of Planning and Land Use, they will mail you 

a CD, I think they will send you a hard copy as well but to be green it’s only being 
published online. 

 Rob Hutsel- Announced the opening to the public of Sefton Field, a 19 acre park of 
little league fields. This is the Mission Valley’s first community park, and provides 
access of 4 miles to the ocean. 

 Mike McCoy- How has the reduction of hours at the Community Centers impacted 
Rentals on facilities and the income on that? Are we getting to the point where we 
are really not getting income in these facilities because of the shorter hours? 
 Marilyn Wilkinson- I can address that for Spring Valley, I asked about that on 

Tuesday night and I specifically asked how it was impacting the park and there is 
no impact. Rentals are up and the Parks are open for rentals on weekends and 
we’re packed on rentals. The cut hours there is really no impact. 

 Renee Hilton- That is true in all of the centers. When we looked at the hours that 
we proposed for operations at each of the centers one of the things we looked at 
when are the programs and activities at the center the most, lets keep it active at 
those periods of time and shift the other programs. Our rental rates cover the 
cost of opening the facility and having staff there so we can always open it up for 
a rental on a weekend. We’re not seeing an impact from the operating hours. 

 Mike McCoy- On Smugglers, 127 acres was taken by the federal government to build 
the international border fence. Are you in those meetings where you are trying to 
make the settlement?  
 Renee- I’m not directly but our department is involved. The county is involved in 

general working on the issue. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Approval of minutes from the May 8, May 18 and June 12, 2009 minutes 

MOTION TO APPROVE  
 

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mary Niez 
 Distributed the June Monthly Accomplishments. 
 Distributed July Calendar of events and reviewed highlights. 
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 Marilyn Wilkinson- Would like to thank the County for the Basketball camp, it was 
very well received.  

 John Carroll- I Have a question for Heritage Park, can you give us an update on 
your new lessee there? Is the motion picture event going to continue there at the 
park as well? 

 The reason we picked June to the event at Heritage Park since we rotate through a 
series of parks is because we were anticipating that the operations of Heritage Park 
was going to possibly turn over July first. There won’t be another event there over 
the summer it will go to a variety of other parks.  On June 24th the board unanimously 
approved the lease and DDA agreement for a company called PHG, Pacific 
Hospitality group to take over operations and development of Heritage Park. The 
transition was as of July 1, we are still there wrapping up our operations and doing 
some of the turnover of facilities. It has gone over to Pacific Hospitality group. They 
operate the Hacienda hotel that operates adjacent to Heritage Park their background 
is in hospitality and they have plans and through the agreement with the County they 
are able to spend up to 4 million of County funds that have been put aside for the 
development and restoration of the buildings at heritage. They are planning to 
renovate and build out 64 guest rooms in bed and breakfast structures. We can have 
someone in operations come into our next meeting and talk about Heritage Park in 
general. They are going to be starting right away, they will be bringing the County 
site plans and we will be overseeing the construction. 
 Marilyn Wilkinson - This group was very involved with that and Roger went to a 

year of meetings I think that we need to have someone come give us an update 
on this topic.  I know the community had representatives and concerns that we 
need to make sure were addressed.  

 It was a long board meeting when the item was heard and it was pulled for public 
comment.  There were some residents there that brought up their concerns. They go 
to the city and pull the permit and the city looks at those same things. Would you 
rather us put the item on pending until we have a site plan to review? 
 Paul Davis- Is the parks going to still have a presence there, is there going to be 

some kind of tourist place where they can pick up information on the rest of the 
County Parks onsite? Or is PHG going to completely control all of whatever takes 
place there?  

 They are a tenant now and we would treat it as it was any other leased facility they 
will have full operations of it, but it is still a County facility. 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW DPR DIRECTOR – Renee Hilton 

 I have good news the selection has been made for the new DPR director. Brian 
Albright who was our previous assistant director will be coming back as the Director 
of Parks and Recreation July 31, 2009. 

 
7. PLDO & CSA Fund Balance Report - Renee Hilton 

 Distributed CSA and PLDO reports. 
 FY 08-09 information is reflected, we haven’t gotten to the point where we are 

showing 9-10 budget. I expect at next meeting we’ll be able to do both We’ll show 
you the 9-10 projected  budgeted information for PLDO and CSA as well as the close 
out for the 08-09 period. We are right now going through year end.  
 Rob Hutsel- Do you happen to know what the Fallbrook Village Association is?   

 No I do not, I will look into it. 
 Marilyn Wilkinson- I know that in my community PLDO monies can only be used 

for acquisition or improvement, but it can’t be used for staffing and it can’t be 
used for general maintenance of projects.  
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 That is correct, we had the PLDO discussion with Charley Marchesano last month 
that it can only be used for acquisition or significant types of capitol improvement not 
for maintenance or labor.  

 
8. PARKS PASSPORT PROGRAM – Mina Nguyen 

 The Passport program was initiated by Pam Slater Price in district 3 and they are 
funding the program/ visitors can go to any of the participating parks and pick up a 
passport booklet. The goal is to get people outdoors and into our parks. They can 
also download it from our website. The booklet has an instruction sheet that basically 
tells them they can check out our program guide, any of the participating parks and 
participate in one of the activities. Once they complete an activity they can get a 
stamp from the Ranger and once they complete the booklet they will get a certificate 
and a car decal. We launched in June and the Parks are already requesting more 
booklets.  
 Marilyn Wilkinson - I’m surprised William Heise isn’t on there.  

 This is what we launched it with and it was based on where we had programs 
available. We can always look at having a park be dropped or added to the list. This 
is just our pilot. 

 
9. BUDGET – Renee Hilton 

 June 23 was the end of budget deliberations and the board unanimously approved 
the proposed budget for 9-10 10-11 included reductions we had already talked 
about. They took into consideration a lot of information. There really wasn’t that 
much flexibility, no new influx of money. I do have some good news and will have 
more information at our next meeting- because we lost some of our funding we have 
done some things to be creative to try to create partnerships that would allow us to 
continue to do operations as we have in the past. We have applied for 2 grants to 
help supplement funding for our teen centers. We are expanding our use of 
volunteers early next week we will be sending out a press release where we are 
leveraging off the Obama administration’s call to civic duty for volunteerism.  
 Dr. McCoy- Did you wok out the liability concerns on volunteers? 

 On the volunteers we actually run them through background, and in some cases 
medical checks as well. Depending on if it is a youth vs. adult and the level of 
commitment they are making to the department. They are covered under the county. 

 
10. Adjournment at 9:25 am 

 
 
ATTENDEES 
Mike McCoy, District 1 
John Carroll, District 1 
Marilyn Wilkinson, District 2 
John Degenfelder, District 2 
Paul Davis, District 3 
Rob Hutsel, District 4 
Renee Hilton, County of San Diego Parks and Recreation 
Peggy Rose, County of San Diego Parks and Recreation 
Dawn Jimenez, County of San Diego Parks and Recreation 
Mina Nguyen, County of San Diego Parks and Recreation 
Gardner Grady, Public 


